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RESPONDING TO HAZARDOUS MATERIAL INCIDENTS 

BEST PRACTICE
Purpose: To ensure the safety of all responding members and the community in the event of an accidental release of Hazardous Materials (HazMat).

Procedure: The role of the Croghan Fire Department at an emergency scene involving Hazardous Materials shall be one of detection, notification and scene security only. Members shall not be involved in offensive actions. No member shall be allowed on scene if they are not at HazMat Operations level. The steps listed below will be taken in the event of a Hazardous Material Incident.

1) Respond with appropriate emergency equipment using extreme caution to all known HazMat incidents.

2) The highest-ranking Chief shall establish command and a safe distance(s) and will be responsible for communicating this information to all members responding to the scene.

3) The Department will secure the scene with appropriate barricades and markers.

4) Once preliminary identification of the Hazardous Material has be made, the Chief in-charge will relay this information to Lewis Dispatch and request closest available HazMat team or teams as needed for incident size.

5) The Croghan Fire Department will assist in evacuating the area as needed.
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