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INTERIOR FIREFIGHTING BEST PRACTICE
Purpose: To ensure that all members performing Interior Firefighting are safe and accounted for at all times.

Procedure: The order to make an Interior Attack on a fire will come from the “Incident Commander. No less than a team of two firefighters will enter the structure to perform fire suppression or searching.Only interior firefighters who are on the air pack qualified list will be able to do interior work. A back-up team will be ready to go prior to the first team entering the structure. When entering the structure members will give their PASS Alarm tag, their name and team number and location they will be working in the structure to the Safety Officer or the designated person before entering (see Accountability Procedures). If one member needs to exit the structure the whole team will exit and report to the Safety Officer. After exiting, all Interior Firefighters will report to rehab for evaluation and re-hydration. After the member has completed rehab and is cleared to do firefighting they will report to staging area to be reassigned. No member will use more than three 30-minute bottles of air!

Each team will take with them the following equipment when performing Interior Firefighting. A Chief depending on fire conditions may modify this list:

1) Personal 20’ Escape Rope Bag

2) Radio

3) Flashlight(s)

4) Short Pike Pole

5) Halogen Bar 

If at anytime a team or member becomes trapped or lost in a structure, the following steps will be taken:

1) Member will activate PASS Alarm

2) “MAY-DAY” Will be radioed to Command – All Radio traffic will be suspended on channel 3 and will be limited to distressed firefighter(s) and Command only.

3) Back-up team(s) will be sent in if team is in need of rescue.

4) Additional Resources will be called as needed.

If a structure should become unsafe while Interior Firefighting is being preformed Command will radio to Interior Teams to exit structure immediately. Command will order pump operator to give 3 blasts with the air horn to signal the evacuation. After all teams exit the structure the Safety Officer will advise Command ASAP that all teams are clear and accounted for.

Search and Rescue teams will follow the same steps as fire suppression.

***THE INCIDENT COMMANDER MAY MODIFY THIS PROCEDURE ON SCENE IF NEEDED***
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